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Colonialism and Cultural Alienation in Muslim Societies: Dr. Shariati's
Perspective

Mahdi Barzanounit

abstract

One of the significant issues that have drawn the attention of various sciences including
Sociology, Anthropology, and Political Science is the concept of Alienation. Some
thinkers and intellectuals in various fields have discussed the nature of Alienation with
different approaches. Among them, Shariati is one of the few intellectuals who, with
profound insight, have addressed this concept, considering it a major obstacle to the
progress and development of Islamic culture and civilization. He views self-awareness
and return to one's essence as prerequisites for achieving this progress. He endeavors to
overcome the internal contradictions and rifts within Muslim societies by advocating a
discourse of returning to cultural authenticity, replacing blind imitation of Western
foundations, which generally have materialistic and profit-driven natures. He believes
that to overcome the dilemma of Alienation, a nation that possesses a greater degree of
historical and cultural authenticity and distinctiveness not only avoids decline but,
according to Quranic terminology, also experiences the blossoming of talents and the
expansion of existence and perfection of that culture through intellectual and cultural
interaction with other nations.

Keywords: Alienation, Self-awareness, Return, Islamic Identity, Shariati
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Analysis of the Achaemenid Role in the Development of Private Agricultural
Credit Enterprises in Babylon up to the Banking Stage

Anahita Amani Yeganegi'
Abstract

Banking is often thought of as a relatively new and Western concept, but by exploring
the ancient history of the East, its roots can be traced back to ancient Babylon and the
Achaemenid era in Iran. An examination of the time and place of the establishment of
such institutions reveals that agricultural inputs became expensive and scarce during the
reign of Conadanalo, leading to the decline of Babylon. The damaged temples of
Babylon also lost their ability to lend to the people. Therefore, two families, the Egibi
and MuraSu, established institutions to provide loans and basic needs to the farmers and
people of Babylon, engaging in a lucrative business. With the annexation of Babylon by
the Achaemenid Empire, these institutions were further developed by the Iranians and
became highly significant banking establishments within the vast empire. This study
aims to uncover the factors behind the establishment of early agricultural credit
institutions in Babylon and the role of the Achaemenid government in their development
and evolution within the field of banking, across the expansive Achaemenid territory.
This article delves into the creation and expansion of the banking system within the
Persian Empire through historical and analytical research, relying on available evidence
and library documents. An important achievement of this research is the recognition that
the Achaemenids, understanding the importance of institutions and credit and financial
systems, as well as the role of coins in trade, not only expanded the activities of the
Egibi and Murasu institutions across various domains but also integrated them into trade,
tax accounting, and banking. The development of agricultural credit institutions and
their transformation into banking institutions during the Achaemenid era marked the
inception, development, and evolution of exchange offices and banking institutions in
subsequent periods.

Keywords: Achaemenid, Babylon, Banking, Egibi, Murasu.
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Political Relations between the Hafsid Dynasty and Marinid Dynasties
Dr. Khadijeh Alemi!
Hossein Zaheri?
abstract

The Hafsid Dynasty is counted among the most significant Maghreb dynasties in
Ifrigiya. Founded by Abu Muhammad Abd al-Wahid ibn Abi Hafs al-Hintati in the 7th
century AH (603 AH lunar), this dynasty endured until the 10th century AH. Initially,
they governed Tunis as rulers appointed by the Almohads; however, in 625 AH, due to
the weakness of the Almohads, Abu Zakariya Yahya al-Hafsi | managed to establish
independence for this dynasty. Eventually, in 981 AH, this dynasty was destroyed by
the Ottoman Empire. Concurrently with the Hafsid Dynasty, other Islamic states, such
as the Marinid Dynasty, existed in the Islamic Maghreb. Despite the instability of its
political relations with the Marinid Dynasty, the Hafsid Dynasty emerged as a dominant
power in the region during its rule over Ifrigiya. This pioneering research, conducted
through a bibliographical approach, aims to examine the political relations between the
Hafsid and Marinid dynasties, as well as the causes and influential factors affecting the
course of relations between these states.

Keywords: Political Relations, Hafsid Dynasty, Marinid Dynasty

1. Assistant Professor, History Education Department, Tehran university. alemil900@ut.ac.ir.
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The Role of Badr Heroes in the Political Ideologies of Caliph Umar ibn al-
Khattab and Ali (AS)

Amin Madadi?
abstract

Examining the Badr Heroes and their elevated status within the early Islamic
community, both during their lifetimes and posthumously in the first and second
centuries AH, as well as in the generations after their passing, underscores their
significance and importance as the foremost companions and quintessential symbols of
Muslim humanity in Islamic culture. However, the inquiry into the political functions
or mechanisms that existed within the early Muslim community during the caliphates of
Umar ibn al-Khattab and Ali (AS), shaping the definition, status, and position of these
warriors, is the focal point of this study. Employing a discursive and historical approach,
we have concluded that the Battle of Badr held persuasive significance, with
governments and influential groups drawing upon the prestige and credibility of the
Badr Heroes to shape public opinion, engage audiences, and solidify their position.
Consequently, a discourse needed to emerge, and a class had to be hegemonized,
preserving the cultural dominance of the ruling class over the lower classes by garnering
their consent and persuading them to embrace the ethical, political, and cultural values
advocated by the dominant class. They utilized the tradition of Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH) to facilitate the ruling class's consensus and general agreement.

Keywords: Badr Heroes, Early Islamic Community, Obedience, Caliphate, Umar ibn
al-Khattab, Ali (AS)
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Chronograms, Inscription, and Tombstones from the Safavid Period in Bavanat
Sajjad Dehghan Hessampour?!
abstract

Bavanat County is situated in the northeastern part of Fars Province, approximately 240
kilometers away from the city of Shiraz, bordering the counties of Sar-Chahan,
Khorramabad, and Pasargad in Fars Province, and the counties of Khatam (Harat) and
Abarkuh in Yazd Province. The area of this county was larger in the past, but due to
changes in the country's divisions, Abadeh separated in 1374 SH and Sar-Chahan in
1398 AH. Known for its center in Surian, this county has a considerable number of
historical villages. In most of these areas, artifacts such as mosques, shrines, and
historical cemeteries can be found. The Jameh Mosque of Surian and Shidan, the shrine
of Imamzadeh Bazm, and the cemeteries of villages such as Bazm, Morshedi,
Ghadamgah, Chir (Ja'fariyya), and Pirkodooyeh are among the well-known historical
sites of Bavanat. These artifacts and sites, some of which are listed in the national
heritage list, are adorned with valuable historical and literary inscriptions. Some of these
letterings have been lost over time or have been subjected to destruction and theft,
prompting this article to strive to enhance their preservation by reading the inscriptions
and recording their history. These mentioned inscriptions, artistically engraved on wood
and stone, encompass one of the literary arts and artistic innovations in recording
historical events known as "chronogram,” which serves as a bridge between history and
Persian literature. Despite their historical significance, these works possess considerable
artistic and literary values that have not yet been thoroughly researched; it is hoped that
this oversight will be rectified. Additionally, questions have been raised in this regard,
including which works such as historiography were more commonly applied to and what
were the styles of writing and their themes. It should be noted that the essence of these
histories is observed in cemeteries and in the form of expressions consisting of the
Arabic numerical alphabet and in poems composed to praise the deceased. Although
evidence also exists in mosques and religious buildings.

Keywords: Chronogram, Tablets, Tombstones, Safavid Period, Bavanat
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The cultural and political role of the Samanids in the beginning of the decline of
the Abbasid Caliphate

Ali Shahzadit
Abstract

The idea of Iranshahri was developed in the form of three fundamental components of
geographical Iran, cultural Iran and political Iran. Samanians by expanding their
territory and defeating their political rivals in the geographical area of Iran; and efforts
towards the growth and elevation of the Persian language in the field of cultural Iran,
contributed to the progress of the Iranshahri discourse and the continuity of the concept
of Iran against the idea of the Arab caliphate. On the other hand, the Samanids' interest
in the Ismaili Shi‘ism religion in a short period of time shows the hidden nature of
religious Iran in political Iran, which is what motivates the concept of religion and state
in the articulation of Iranshahri's thoughts. Based on this, what raises the issue is the
cultural and political role of the Samanids in the beginning of the decline of the Abbasid
Caliphate. The result is that the Samanids' great effort in reviving the discourse of
Iranshahri thought was synonymous with the Abbasid caliphate being on the slope of
decline; and has had a close relationship with it.

Keywords: Samanid, Iranshahri idea, Abbasid caliphate, decadence, Persian language
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