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A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF COLOR CODES
in CRIMSON PEAK

This paper begins by offering an analysis of Crimson Peak (2015), a
gothic story of horror and romance, a predictable yet surprising film
directed by Guillermo del Toro in 2015. The Mexican filmmaker,
Guillermo del Toro, similar to many filmmakers surely has his own
style and preferences; primarily his films make use of the same
dark, mysterious and peculiar tone for his uncanny characters,
iconic creatures and monsters, fantastic costumes, and designs in
his creations such as the Judas breed in Mimic, the faun in Pan’s
Labyrinth and the Amphibian Man in The Shape of Water. Reasons
and objectives for employing different color techniques include de-
veloping character, reflecting the inner spirit and intentions, histo-
ry, conveying emotion, and signaling messages. He even develops
themes of balance as these colors match each other in every shot.
Many of the same filmmaking motifs exist in each of Guillermo del
Toro’s works. Although he seems to add regularities to his fantasti-
cal pieces, he still sticks to many of the rules of color theory by com-
bining an array of associative colors, complementary colors, and
the three main colors in his films and compositions.
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Crimson Peak stars Mia Wasikowska as Edith Cushing, Tom Hiddle-
ston as Thomas Sharpe and Jessica Chastain as Lucille Sharpe.
The first time you watch the movie, on the surface, you would be
pleased with the visuals and the horror elements, but if you watch it
again (maybe even again) you would start to notice very much of the
hidden elements that would lead you to the main message of the
story. Every single shot of this movie is packed with color motifs that
only by multiple viewings one gets to see and appreciate every
piece of furniture, the jewelry and design of the costumes, and even
the messages and designs in the wallpaper.

ABOUT THE STORY
The Story happens around 1900, set in Buffalo, New York, the film
introduces the young Edith Cushing, an upper-class daughter of in-
dustrial man Carter Cushing, who wants more of her life and spends
her time writing ghost stories and trying to get them published.
When English baronet Thomas Sharpe and his sister Lucille, the sib-
lings, arrive in Buffalo to find investors for Thomas’ clay mining in-
vention, Edith falls in love with him. The siblings grew up with an ir-
responsible father and cruel mother leaving them and their ances-
tral home scarred. Edith's father being very suspicious of the sib-
lings, he blackmails them to leave Buffalo after discovering that
Thomas is already married, he is killed by an unknown figure
dressed in black who is revealed as Lucille later in the story. In grief,
Edith turns to Thomas, marries and moves to England with him, to
his estate Allerdale Hall, also known as Crimson Peak. Slowly, she is
poisoned by the siblings, becomes weak and she frequently sees
ghosts haunting the estate despite her seeing ghosts since Edith's
mother died. And so, she begins investigating the origins of the
hauntings which leads her only to the revelation that the Sharpes
are in love with each other and have a taboo relationship, and the
ghosts that Edith sees are Thomas and Lucille’s previous victims.
The siblings have been targeting older and lonely women for their
own benefit, Thomas would seduce the victims to marry him. Then
with Lucille's help, they would poison them in order to access their
fortune after their deaths only to keep their family’s home and clay
mines madly obsessed with. She confronts and gets into a fight with
them, and finally, in self-defense, kills Lucille with a shovel and
leaves the states.

3 g SLRESND

.....
iiiii
-----
iiiii
------
-----
------
||||||
------
------
iiiiii
||||||
||||||
------




ANALYSIS OF COLOR CODES
The main colors Crimson Peak features and how they are used to
represent characters, emotions, and continuously signals the final
villain. Crimson Peak uses the three primary colors yellow, blue, and
red to represent each one of the three major forces in the film:
Edith, the Sharpes, and the ghosts, respectively. Guillermo del Toro
loves to use this color scheme in all of his movies.

iiiiii

RED
|| Red is commonly associated with love, lust, violence, death, and

------
||||||
------

' || danger. When we are first introduced to Lucille, she is wearing a
22" || crimson gown. This is the first instance of red in the movie so obvi-
ous that should get our attention. Foreshadowing that Lucille has
and is going to shed blood. The way the skirt looks like a fall of blood
and the overall shape and structure giving her a gorgeous but men-
acing and deadly look. The Sharpe home is the most obvious use of
color in this metaphor. Their home is dark, dim, in ruins, containing
holes in the roof which allow in snow, and is sinking into the clay
mines below it. When Edith first arrives at Allerdale Hall, a rusted
red sign is displayed, as they travel down the red clay path, a road
of violence and death is literally leading to the house.
The red clay itself, seeping out of the house as if the Hall itself is a
fresh and bleeding wound is such haunting imagery and exception-
ally conveys the dark and violent history of the house. All the terri-
ble things that happened there literally cannot be contained any-
more and are physically bleeding through to the surface. The house
hasn’t been repaired because all of the money is spent on Thomas’
clay harvesting machinery. In Crimson Peak, red is displayed when-
ever an object, person, or ghost is connected to death and violence. | | &5

iiiii
llllll

The presence of red in the movie represents the twisted love of the || &5

------

iiiiii

Sharpes, as well. Red is also used as a foreshadowing tool to warn | |50
us of forthcoming danger throughout the story. The color red in par- -

ticular is used to great effect as a means to blur a line between the
red clay symbolizing the violent actions taking place in the mansion,
which are directly connected to the reddish appearance of the
ghosts themselves, and the twisted romance present at the center
of it all. Edith’s red wedding ring was obtained by the violent murder
of Thomas and Lucille’s mother. When Edith and as it's uncovered
that Thomas’ previous wives wear it means they are essentially
marked for death and are gradually poisoned by Lucille when the
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move into Allerdale Hall. At the end of the movie, Lucille rips the
ring away from Edith’s finger and puts it on herself. This foreshad-
ows Edith’s survival and how Lucille ultimately meets her demise by
Edith’s shovel.

1-.5 ) v .

y / .
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YELLOW
Edith is the golden protagonist of the story, not only in her personal-
ity but also in her appearance. She wears almost exclusively vibrant
yellows and creams and even her hair is golden blond. Yellow also
represents her home in America, which secured her with warmth,
safety, and familiarity. Typically, yellow is used to convey hope, hap-
piness, and energy, but it also is a color that can be used to signal
visibility and caution. This is very apt for Edith’s character journey
as she’s a romantic optimist that constantly receives and ignores
caution from everyone and even the ghosts to stay away from the
Sharpes. All of Edith’s friends and family are dressed in creams,
browns, and yellows, and even the lighting has a distinct warmness
to it. Not only does Edith blend in here because this is where she be-
longs, but also subconsciously we are supposed to feel safe in this
place as Edith does. By contrast, when Thomas and Lucille are visit-
ing America they are usually wearing black, which really emphasiz-
es their oddity and mystery. They always stand out looking like dark
shadows against the warmness of their surroundings. Visually, their
darker colors make them stand out during the party scenes. Eyes
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will be drawn to dark red and black when everyone else is wearing
pastels. In Allerdale Hall, between her golden hair and clothes
Edith is constantly standing out against the suffocating blues. She’s
the literal and metaphorical light in the darkness. On the contrary,
the Sharpes are also literally and metaphorically concealed in dark-
ness. Some scenes it’s even difficult to see them while they are
drenched in the dark blue. In fact, the color blue used in the fabric
for Lucille and Thomas’ clothing was color matched to the blue paint
used on the Allerdale Hall set, as if they are both a part of the house
and are so deeply intertwined with it.
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BLUE

Blue is the color of the Sharpe siblings and Allerdale Hall itself.
While they wear mostly black in America (with one exception which
will be addressed), as soon as they arrive back to their home in Al-
lerdale Hall they wear exclusively muddy blue which could be seen
as representative of their emotional bruising from a dark traumatic
past. Blue is normally used to communicate intelligence, sadness,
and loyalty. Thomas and Lucille absolutely take loyalty to disturbing
levels. It’s also interesting to note that blue and yellow are opposites
on the color wheel, yet again reminding us that Edith and the Sharp-
es are opposing forces.

Especially wearing yellow, it's as if Edith is a light that gives Thomas
and his dark life. By and by, her affection and kind nature will take

away the blood and bruises from Thomas’ palette. Even so, this
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does not work for his sister, remaining in her dark palette. She
doesn’t want herself nor her brother to heal because she’s afraid he
might leave her and be left alone. Infuriated, she kills Thomas when
he defends Edith. In the end, when Edith finally puts Lucille to death,
Thomas’ ghost appears, but unlike the other ghosts who have ap-
peared distorted and red, Thomas is fully clothed and white. With a
peaceful look on his face. This film demonstrates how the damages
from one’s past are like ghosts haunting us. In Edith’s closing mono-
logue, she explains how these ghosts cling to emotion and never go
away. Thomas and Lucille had learned to live with the ghosts and
that's what kept the wounds open and fresh. The house remained
wounded and bleeding and so did the siblings. According to Crim-
son Peak, the only way to truly recover from whatever that made the
wound is to accept and let it to begin closing.
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MORE ABOUT THE GHOSTS

The ghosts of Crimson Peak all fit within the style of the film but are
different in the way they are ghosts actually use their own color
system: red, black, and white. Each color portrays what kind of
ghosts they are and their main motivations. They have their own
meaning for the fate of the ghost after death. As mentioned before,
red also represents violence so any ghosts that were murdered at
Allerdale Hall share the red palette, and just like the house, they
appear decayed and broken. Red ghosts are people who are
trapped at Allerdale Hall. White ghosts are people who choose to
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leave. Black ghosts are people who choose to stay. Ghosts that
appear black are bound to a specific memory, place, time etc. As
Edith tells us in the closing lines of the movie:

“There are things that tie them to a place, very much like they do
us. Some remain tethered to a patch of land. A time and date. The
spilling of blood. A terrible crime. But there are others. Others that
hold onto an emotion. A drive. Loss. Revenge. Or love. Those, they
never go away.”

R So, ghosts like Edith’s mother, who appears to warn Edith about
| | Crimson Peak, are black. Lucille, whose very identity was inter-

.+ || twined with Allerdale Hall and refused to leave and let go, ended

------
llllll

o up being a black ghost in the house playing piano. However, there
4 is one white ghost. Thomas ended up becoming a white ghost be-
cause he's the only one that's not tied to a place or a person. He
apologized to Edith, he let Allerdale Hall go and desperately
wanted to leave the past behind and start his life over, no longer
wanting to cause pain and suffering. He ultimately wanted to
change, so in his death he became free.

This analysis focused on the use of colors del Toro introduces in the
movie Crimson Peak. The persistence of red, blue, yellow colors,
points out the film’s main message: refusing to heal from trauma
makes the pain continue. The ending of Crimson Peak means that
trauma continues to be, even when it's of long ago. In spite of, her
survival, the memory of Lucille and Thomas will always haunt Edith.
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