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who is hussain (AS)?

Imam Hussain ibn Ali (AS) (11 January 10-626 October 680) was a social, political and religious leader.
He is the grandson of prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and a

son of Aliibn Abi Talib (AS) and Hazart Fatima (AS).

He is regarded as the third Imam (leader) in Shia Islam.

The most important event pertaining to Imam Hussain’s (AS) life was his sacrifice and martyrdom in
Karbala.

On the tenth day of Muharram in the year 61 AH (October 680 ,10), Imam Hussain (AS) was martyred
along with a group of his family and companions in Karbala in the war against the Yazid's army under
the command of Umar ibn Sa’d. Imam Hussein (AS) and his companions went forth and were martyred,

one by one.

The Ashura uprising remains engraved on people’s memories. Even significant events in the world are
sometimes forgotten and may be marked only in history books.

Every year, Shia Muslims mourn for ten days with the beginning of Muharram. Ashura mourning is not
limited to Shias and groups of followers of other religions in different parts of the world mourn for Imam
Hussain (AS)

The central reason for Imam Hussain’s (AS) uprising was the deviation of the government from the
[slamic rule.

A government which was supposed to represent Muslims was taken over by a corrupt man who openly
denied the prophecy of Muhammad and shared his grandfather Abu Sufyan’s view that Islam was justan
illusion.

He openly ignored Islamic teachings and did not steer clear of any revelry. He used to organize parties
and get drunk.

He openly insulted Islamic sanctities and his court was the centre of corruption and sin.

At that time, Imam Hussain (AS) saw the conditions conducive to a revolution. Ordinary people could
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see clearly that the ruling government was flouting Islamic teachings. That prompted Imam Hussain to
call on his follower across the world to rise up. This uprising was designed to revive Islam and Islamic
traditions and not seizing power and caliphate.

When Mu'awiya died in 680, Yazid demanded that Imam Hussain (AS) pledge allegiance to him. Imam
refused to do so. As a consequence, he left Medina, his to take refuge in Mecca in AH 60 (679 CE).
There, the people of Kufa sent letters to him, invited him to Kufa and asked him to be their Imam and
pledged their allegiance to him. It would have been easy for Imam to simply pledge his loyalty to Yazid
and be left alone to lead his life of worship and teaching.

In this situation many of us would want to stay out of the dangerous world of politics, agree to pay a
superficial pledge of loyalty and go back to our normal lives. After all, we'd simply be doing what was

right to protect our lives — as well as our families’. Yet Imam refused.

On his way to Kufa with a retinue of about 72 men and his family members, his caravan was intercepted
by a 1,000-strong army of the caliph at some distance from Kufa. He was forced to head north and
encamp in the plain of Karbala on 2 October, where a larger Umayyad army of some 4,000 or 30,000
arrived soon afterwards. Negotiations failed after the Umayyad governor Ubayd Allah ibn Ziyad refused
Imam’s safe passage without submitting to his authority, a condition declined by Imam. Imam Hussein
(AS) and his companions were besieged in Karbala and confronted by Yazid's army. This siege resulted
in their deprivation of water and food. A battle ensued on 10 October during which Imam Hussain (AS)
was martyred along with most of his relatives and companions, while his surviving family members
were taken prisoner.

Imam Hussain (AS)’s revolution was not just against the unjust ruler of his

time and place; it was a universal declaration against immorality,

injustice and corruption across all ages and all spaces.

It is for this reason Imam Hussain (AS)’s legacy has stood the test of time and is recognised by millions
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around the world. The annual

memory of his legacy on the anniversary of Ashura Day, reminds people of all backgrounds that they too
have a similar choice to make as Imam Hussain (AS) did.

Have you heard anything about the Arbaeen Walk? this word “Arbaeen”, refers to the fortieth day of the
martyrdom of Imam Hussain (AS).

The Arbaeen Walk offers amodel for a desirable human life to the world. In this few days of life, humans
give up all their worldly belongings and instead of harmful rivalries, brotherhood, empathy and helping
each other are valued. People are not in search of accumulating worldly wealth and everyone is trying to
gain more spirituality. People love to serve each other, and even compete to help others.

The Arbaeen walk indeed is a symbolic demonstration of the social message that Imam Hussain (AS)
has taught all of humankind irrespective of their religion, belief, or nationality.

To follow Imam Hussain (AS) in today's time is to resist against the collective "Yazid" of our time who
are oppressing the oppressed and are the embodiment of social injustice and to remain steadfast on this
virtuous path.

Today, we need to get the world to know Imam Hussain (AS). The world—which is suffering from
oppression, corruption, malevolence and vice—needs to know the Hussaini liberation spirit and
sentiment. If Imam Hussain (AS) is introduced to the world, it is actually Islam and the Quran which
have been introduced.

Let us all make a promise today, a promise that we will use every opportunity to display a strong will to

denounce social injustice and arrogant powers.
References:

https://www.al-islam.org/
https://www.wikipedia.org/
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